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that those enterprises were concluded.177 For the
alliance between scholarship and Catholic theology
for which his whole life was so moving a plea was
exactly the antithesis of that which the eccle-
siastical authorities were wining to admit. His
liberalism dethroned the Church from its position
of universal sovereignty. It asked that control be
surrendered over all save the sphere of the spirit.
But this was to make an end of the ' intellectual
captivity' which Ward and Manning deemed so
essential. It was to expose the Catholic to dis-
turbing influences he was perhaps unfitted to
encounter. It gave a loophole to that 'thatige
skepsis' of which the consequences could be seen
in men like Darwin and Huxley. But its intel-
lectual dangers apart, it contained implications
which could never be admitted. The papal
dominions apart, it entirely nullified the dream
of a territorial sovereignty for Eome. It suggested
that there was a system of rights in which heretics
might be entitled to share. It drew a distinction
between religious and political salvation. It im-
plied the existence of a moral code to which the
Eoman Church, as any ordinary, and human,
institution was subject. It gave to the laws of men
a validity in their own sphere no less absolute than
that which the Church had urged its own dogmas
could alone enjoy. It was, in fact, the negation of
every dogma of the Ultramontane belief. Nor did
Acton take pains to conceal his antagonism.
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